
 

 
 
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

- Transdisciplinary theme:  How We Express Ourselves  

         An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 
 
- Central idea :  

Change occurs due to perspectives around the world. 

 

summative assessment task(s):  

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

*A graphic organizer will be used to assess the childrens’ understanding of each 
Cinderella story with an emphasis on setting and change including: 

Comparing and contrasting graphic organizer-  (characters, changes, magical elements, 
etc) 
Map- to locate the various locations of where the story takes place 
Extension or change to one of the stories 
Relating to the character- what would you do?  

Class/grade:        1st                    Age group: 6-7 years  

School:      Mountainview Elementary                       School code: 6510 

Title:  How We Express Ourselves  

Teacher(s):  Brandenberger, Herring, Tuisawau 

Date: January 7, 2019- February 21, 2019  

Proposed duration:  7 weeks  

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, and reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

·         Connection, Perspective, Change 

·         Related Concepts:  Relationships, Subjectivity, Transformation 

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

·          How a culture influences a fairy tale 
·          The differences/similarities and connections of Cinderella around the world 
·          The relationship of the sun, moon, and stars around the world 
What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

·   How does the character of Cinderella differ from culture to culture? 

·  How does the culture change the perspective of Cinderella? 

·    Why is the story of Cinderella similar and different in various cultures? 

·    How does this fairy tale connect us to other cultures? 

·    Why is the setting important in the storyline?  

  
Provocations 

·   Teacher will show pictures of Cinderella from other cultures. They will have an inquiry session 



about what they know about the story of Cinderella.  

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

Connect back to previous lessons on learning the 7 continents- 

Can students locate the countries/continents that the stories are based in  

What are the elements of a story 

Who are the characters you know about 

What is a fairy tale 

What do you already know about Cinderella  

 

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

Students will participate in group discussions of what they learned about the ways that 
the Cinderellas are alike and different.  

Students will complete a comparison chart of different versions of the Cinderella story 
and compile them into a foldable. 

Students will use a graphic organizer to compare skies in various Cinderella stories. 

A rubric will be used to guide the students’ work. 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to 
encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving 
questions? 

 Students will listen to the reading of different versions of Cinderella, and discuss the universal themes and 
traits of fairy tales.  They will produce questions from the reading and discussions. 

Students will complete charts comparing the different Cinderella stories. 

Students will listen to different versions of Cinderella and be asked to listen for clues as to where they 
originated.  Students will peruse pictures, other books, videos, etc. to help determine the origins. Students 
and teachers will locate and label the origin of the various versions of the Cinderella stories on a world map. 

Students will study pictures of the Cinderella stories from around the world and participate in “I See, I Think, 
I Wonder” discussions. 

Students will respond to Open-ended writing and discussion. 

Students will create storyboards to retell the stories. 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

Transdisciplinary Skills 
Thinking/acquisition of knowledge: Students will learn about 
different Cinderellas around the world and why they are different. 
Thinking/dialectical thought:  Students will think about different 
points of view. 
Communication/writing:  Students will take notes and write 
information about what they learned about the different Cinderellas.  
Research skills/collecting data:  Students will collect data from a 
variety of sources – books, internet, videos, pictures to support the 
learning experiences. 
 
Learner Profile 
·          Caring: Students will learn from the story of Cinderella to be caring. 
·          Principled: Students will learn how the different Cinderellas depict 
principled character traits such a good wins over evil, hard work produces 
positive results, etc. 
   Attitudes:  Integrity and Tolerance 
 

  

 



5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

·          Audio-visual:  United Streaming – James Marshall’s version of Cinderella 

·          Literature: Cinderella by Marcia Brown, Yeh-Shen by Ai-Ling Louie, Cinderella by John Patience,  Rough-Faced Girl by Rafe Martin, Adelita by Tomie de Paola, and Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by Steptoe 

·          Related Literature:  Various internet sites:  Wikipedia:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/fairy-tales-around-world  Mailbox Magazine.Primary.April/May 2001 http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit205 

 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry? 

Classroom environment:  Students will work within the classroom.  Students will read and enjoy a variety of fairy tales in the listening center and the library center.  Book covers of different versions of Cinderella will be 
displayed on a bulletin board for “I Wonder” discussions.  

 

 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/fairy-tales-around-world
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/fairy-tales-around-world
http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit205


6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of 
the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of 
the inquiry should be included. 

 Central idea :  

Change occurs due to perspectives around the world. 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more 
accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

- Transdisciplinary theme:  

         An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs, and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 
 
- Central idea :  

Change occurs due to perspectives around the world. 

 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want 
to learn?” 

Connection: 

Perspective: 

Change: 

demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?  

Thinking/acquisition of knowledge: 
Thinking/dialectical thought:  
Communication/writing:  
Research skills/collecting data:  
 
develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 
Learner Profile 
 Caring: 
 
Principled:  
  
 Attitudes:  
 Integrity:  
 
Tolerance:  
 

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight 
any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and 
highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving 
the inquiries.  

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

 

 

 

 

9.  Teacher notes 

TEKS CONNECTIONS: 

SCIENCE: 
1.8A record weather information, including relative temperature such as hot or cold, clear or cloudy, calm 
or windy, and rainy or icy 
1.8B observe and record changes in the appearance of objects in the sky such as the Moon and stars, 
including the Sun 

1.8C 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 

1.3 A Distinguish among past, present,and future 
1.4 A Locate places using four cardinal directions 
1.6 A Identify and describe the physical characteristics of place such as landforms, bodies of water, 
natural resources, and weather 
1.6 C Identify and describe how the human characteristics of place such as shelter, clothing, food, and 
activities are based upon geographic location 
1.15 A Describe and explain the importance of various beliefs, customs, language, and traditions of 
families and communities 
1.15 B Explain the way folktales and legends such as Aesop’s fables reflect beliefs, customs, language, 
and traditions of communities 
1.17 A Obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such as conversations, 
interviews, and music 
1.17 B obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as pictures, symbols, 
electronic media, maps, literature, and artifacts 
1.17 C Sequence and categorize information 
1.18 A Express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 
1.18 B Create and interpret visual and written material 
1.19 A use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information,  list and consider options, 
consider advantages and disadvantages choose and implement a solution, and evaluation the 
effectiveness of the solution  
1.19 B Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, 
generate options, predict outcomes, take action to implement a decision, and reflect on the effectiveness 
of that decision.  

  

ELAR TEKS: 1.2B, 1.2Biii, 1.2Biv, 1.2Bvi, 1.2C, 1.2Ci, 1.2Ciii, 1.2Civ, 1.2EF; 1.3A; 
1.6ABCDEFG; 1.7BCDE; 1.8ABCD; 1.9ABCF; 1.10ABCDE; 1.11AB, 1.11Bi, 1.11Bii, 
1.11CD, 1.11Di, 1.11Diii, 1.11Dv, 1.11Div, 1.11Dvi, 1.11Dviii, 1.11Dx, 1.11E; 1.12A, 
1.13ACD 

  



Math TEKS: 1.1ABCDEFG, 1.2BCDEFG, 1.3A, 1.5ABC 

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2011 


